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Dear Westerly Creek Families:  
By Jill Corcoran, Principal, Westerly Creek Elementary School  

By Marnie Moody Cooke, Assistant Principal, Westerly Creek Elementary School 

On October 19, we at-
tended the Colorado 
Association for Gifted 
and Talented Leader-
ship breakfast. Keynote 
speakers addressed the 
trend that instructional 
programming for Gifted 
and Talented students 
looks different today 
than yearsô past, in 
which services were 
provided outside stu-

dentsô core instruc-
tional areas.  

Students were often 

ñpulled outò to partici-

pate in learning experi-

ences that were some-

times unrelated to the 

essential learnings of 

a core area, such as 

math, literacy, social 

studies or science. 

It was reassuring to  

hear that our schoolôs cur-
rent ñpush inò model, in 
which our GT teacher, 
Marcella Embry works 
within teachersô classrooms 
is indeed a best practice in 
meeting the needs of our 
most advanced learners. By 
going deeper with students 
in the conceptual under-
standings of a given content 
area, we are making every 
hour of our studentsô learn-
ing matter. 

The first trimester is rapidly coming to a 

close. It is hard to believe that we have 

already completed one third of the year. 

Routines have been established, kids are 

actively engaged in lessons and staff mem-

bers are using data to drive daily instruc-

tion. It has been a very busy and produc-

tive year thus far.  

The Westerly Creek building is at full ca-

pacity this year. We have 588 students 

attending Westerly Creek and Stapleton III 

in our beautiful school. Every room in the 

building is being utilized either by a class-

room teacher or a specialist. I wonôt lie; we 

have experienced some growing pains. But 

considering all of the classes that have 

been built out this school year, it has been 

a pretty smooth transition. We will con-

tinue to tweak areas that need improve-

ment and make any necessary changes as 

the year progresses. We encourage parents 

to email and identify areas that they see 

need attention. We also appreciate when 

possible solutions accompany the areas of 

need. Our school is a partnership, and 

feedback is welcome.  

Assessment is an important part of schooling. 

We use it to help plan and organize daily 

instruction. It also provides teachers with the 

data and information needed to understand 

the strengths and weaknesses of students. 

Students are assessed in many ways through-

out the year--both formally and informally--

through observations, running records, work 

sampling, Development Reading Assessment 

2 (DRA2), Everyday Math, district bench-

mark assessments and CSAP testing, to name 

just a few. We use this information to iden-

tify strategies, create instructional groups, 

inform instructional practice, and support 

ongoing learning in and out of the classroom. 

We are confident in knowing that our stu-

dents will be academically and socially suc-

cessful if we provide them with the appropri-

ate tools and an environment that supports 

their learning. We also know that parents 

appreciate ongoing feedback and want to 

know how their student is doing in school. 

Westerly Creek is putting tools in place to 

better communicate to parents about their 

studentôs progress. Our goal is for parents to 

know and understand their studentôs current  

(cont. page 3) 
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Way to Go Westerly Creek families!  The school made 

$1140 from our fundraising night at Noodles and we set a 

record for the Stapleton Noodles. 

Thanks Dina Ray for organizing a great event for our 

school!! 

 Save the date because we have another fundraising 

night coming up November 17th at Chiplote in the Sta-

pleton Town Center.  

Chipolte is generously donating 50% back of sales that 

night, including alcohol and gift cards.  
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PTA Update  
by Nicole Landeck, President, 
Westerly Creek PTA 

Kudos to School Supporters!!!  

CSC meets the first 

Tuesday of each month 

at 6:30 in the library.  

All are welcome.  

Dear Westerly Creek and Sta-

pleton 3 families,  

It is hard to believe that we 

have already almost com-

pleted the first trimester of 

the 2010-11 school year!   The 

kids, teachers, staff, and ad-

ministration have been hard 

at work continuing the excel-

lence that WCE has now be-

come known for, and the PTA 

is hard at work supporting this 

mission.   

We recently completed our 

fall Direct Giving campaign 

with 4 parties that were at-

tended by many families.  

With all of your support, the 

PTA has already raised 

$50,000 towards our 2010-11 

goal of $150,000.  THANK YOU 

TO EVERYONE WHO DO-

NATED!!!  So where does your 

hard earned money go???  It is 

a question that is asked often, 

and I am proud to say that 

almost every penny goes into 

the grant that the PTA writes 

to the school.  We keep a very 

small percentage for an oper-

ating budget (insurance dues 

(cont. page 4)  

We serve as a collaborative 

body, working on issues af-

fecting our childrenõs educa-

tion. The committee is com-

prised of the principal, teach-

ers, parents and a community 

member from outside West-

erly Creek Elementary.  As in 

the past, the CSCõs primary 

role is to develop and oversee 

the schoolõs strategic plan, 

outlining a dynamic vision for 

our school.  Likewise, the CSC 

strives to engage the schoolõs 

community in important 

school topics, such as, budg-

ets, curriculum and play-

ground safety.  It does not 

participate in day -to-day 

school operations or issues 

related to individual students, 

parents or staff. (cont.  Page 

4) 

CSC Update  
by Chet Sewart, Chair, 
Westerly Creek CSC 

Will Rodgers once said, òEven if 

you're on the right track, you'll 

get run over if you just sit 

there.ó At Westerly Creek we 

have been making great strides 

to fulfill our goal of providing a 

world -class education to our 

kids. In years past that work was 

guided by the schoolõs strategic 

plan know as the school im-

provement plan. Now in true 

Will Rodgers form we are updat-

ing our plans again so that we 

stay on the right track.  

In October the WCE Collabora-

tive School Committee (CSC) 

began work on combining the 

wants and needs of our school 

community in a new strategic 

plan, known as the Unified Im-

provement Plan (UIP), that sets 

a course for our school commu-

nity in the future and conforms 

to new state UIP requirements.  

To learn more about the new 

Colorado UIP standards go to, 

http://www.schoolview.org/

documents/

UIPQualityCriteria.pdf .  

 

The CSC functions as a sort of 

governing board for the school. 

 

Playground Safety Alert! 

Please be advised that for the 

safety of all of our children,it is 

imperative that parents, child 

care providers and any other visi-

tors of our school keep playground gates 

closed at all times! Please spread the word to 

all that come and go through the gates that 

they need to close and latch the gates behind 

them, EVEN IF THEY ARE ONLY GOING IN 

OR OUT FOR JUST A SECOND!  

Thank You! -Westerly Creek Staff and Children 

Be Advised...  
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It is hard to believe that we are 
nearing the end of the first tri-
mester of the school year. Our 
classroom teachers have 
worked hard over the last two 
months to understand as much 
as possible about our studentsõ 
areas of strength and chal-
lenge. The assessments theyõve 
used, as well as our weekly 
data teams and structured con-
versations have provided us 
with the necessary data to 
teach within small instructional 
groups and identify 

òinterventionó groups. 

Students in intervention groups 
typically require additional ser-
vices in specific, key under-

standings. By using differenti-
ated staffing and flexible 
scheduling, our school is work-
ing toward meeting the diverse 
needs of all our students. Sev-
eral specialists in our school, 
including special education 
teachers, ESL staff and reading 
paraprofessionals are working 
strategically with small groups 
of students across all grade 
levels. Our school is using Lev-
eled Literacy Intervention, or 
LLI for our literacy intervention 
program; the above -mentioned 
staff are trained and the Kin-
dergarten team is enrolled for 
a forthcoming training. This 
small group, supplementary 

intervention program is de-
signed for children who find 

reading and writing difficult.  

Through systematically de-
signed lessons, both reading 
and writing development are 
supported and help children 
expand their knowledge of 
words and how they work.  LLI 
is designed to be used with 
small groups of children who 
need additional support to 
achieve grade level competen-
cies.  It also provides strong 
support for children who are 
acquiring English as an addi-
tional language and a are re-
ceiving classroom reading in-

struction in English.  
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you to PTA parent volunteers who 

organized the Lickety Split Letôs Get 

Ready for School event, headed by 

Karey Homberger; room parents who 

have collected emails and started 

organizing parent jobs for the year; 

the Collaborative School Committee, 

led by Chet Seward, that continues to 

host meaningful conversations about 

where we are and what direction will 

we go; the PTA for organizing staff 

breakfast and lunches; our indoor and 

outdoor beatification efforts led by 

Renee Allen and Katie Dell; and all 

of the parents who have attended 

community meetings, focus groups 

and other various meetings with DPS 

regarding the future build-out of Sta-

pleton III.  I would also like to thank 

parents and community members 

who have made a monetary donation 

to our direct giving campaign. Please 

remember ñWeôre Committed to 

Educationò means time, talent and 

monetary donations. Without your 

generous donations, we would not be 

fortunate enough to have paraprofes-

sionals in all classrooms, a full time 

library/technology paraprofessional 

who services all of our students, and 

classroom supplies to support each 

childôs learning.  And to all our par-

ents, as you visit the school to volun-

teer, eat lunch with your child, par-

ticipate in Coffee Talk, linger on the 

playground, or help in so many other 

ways, please know how much your 

role as parents is appreciated and 

valued at WCE. Thank you so much! 

The Westerly Creek community be-

lieves that a love of learning, high 

academic achievement and parental 

involvement are keys to a lifelong 

education. Our partnership with par-

ents is a priority; together we can 

achieve more! Please do not hesitate 

to contact me if there is any way that 

I can help.  I can be reached by email 

jill_corcoran@dpsk12.org, by phone 

303.322.5877, or just stop in! 

Warm Regards, 

Ms. Corcoran 

level as well as their strengths and 

areas of concern. We also want you 

to have the tools to support your 

child in the home environment. We 

believe that together we can achieve 

success.  

A big THANK YOU to all the par-

ents and community members who 

have been embodying the ñWeôre 

Committed to Educationò slogan. 

Each year so many parents and com-

munity members embrace our com-

munity and help ensure that our 

school is the best, most beautiful and 

welcoming environment for all who 

enter the doors. I would like to recog-

nize a few groups that have devoted 

countless hours to our school over 

the past few months. Their hard work 

and dedication has such a positive 

impact on our school community. 

Many, many thanks to PTA President 

Nicole Landeck and all of the new 

PTA board members who have em-

braced their roles and have been off 

and running from day one. Thank 

Letter from Ms. Corcoran cont. from page 1  

By Marnie Moody Cooke, Assistant Principal, Westerly Creek Elementary School 

More exciting classroom news from our student reporters 

starting on page 6.  
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one who is, please contact Chet 

Seward at 

 chetseward@comcast.net.  

 

and events such as the Lemon-

ade and Teacher Appreciation 

to just name a few).  We have 

recently given the school the 

first half of the grant for a to-

tal of $68,000.  This money 

goes directly to pay for 2 hours 

of paraprofessional in every 

class, the salary for Ms. 

Bleumel, the librarian, and for 

money to each teacher to make 

their classrooms A+ learning 

communities.  You have all 

done such a wonderful job in 

donating your hard earned 

money so far, but we are a long 

way from our goal.  Only 20% of 

our families have donated, and 

I would love to see more of you 

reach in to your pockets 

(however deep you feel you can 

go) and contribute to our goal.  

ANY AMOUNT WILL BE GREATLY 

APPRECIATED!!  I know that as 

a community, WCE families will 

do anything it takes to provide 

the very best school for our 

teachers and administrators to 

educate our children.   

Another question I am often 

asked is , òHow can I get in-

volved in the PTA?  It seems to 

be such a small group of close 

friends, and I feel like I am try-

ing to break into a clique trying 

to get involved.ó  I can tell you 

all from personal experience 

that my family moved here 2 

years ago, and I didnõt know a 

soul.  I got involved by volun-

teering to be a room parent, 

and 2 years later I am the PTA 

President.  All you have to do is 

have the willingness to volun-

teer for your kids, and I will 

personally guarantee you will 

be welcomed with open arms!!  

Every committee chair and 

board member would LOVE 

more parents to volunteer and 

provide innovative new ways to 

make the PTA the best support 

system for our school.  

I would like to issue a challenge 

to everyone in the community.  

Attend 1 PTA meeting and 1 

CSC meeting sometime this 

year.  See what we are doing to 

support the school. Come with 

your ideas to change how 

things are done.  Come with 

your ideas for better ways to 

fundraise.  Just come, partici-

pate and get involved in the 

process.  We are always looking 

for ways to make the school 

better and ALWAYS welcome 

new ideas.   

Finally, I would like to say 

thank you to all of you who 

have welcomed the Stapleton 3 

families with open arms.  Their 

PTA has done a wonderful job 

getting families involved both 

with Direct Giving and with vol-

unteering, and they are well on 

their way to becoming Staple-

tonõs next Distinguished School!    

This year is truly a partnership 

between the two schools, and 

as we all know, our kids will be 

attending Stapleton 3 sometime 

in the future, so it is our obli-

gation and honor to help the 

school become as successful as 

possible! 

I look forward to a wonderful 

year, and as always if you ever 

have any questions, comments, 

or concerns, please donõt hesi-

tate to email me personally at 

nlandeck@yahoo.com. 

to learn more. Then plan on 
attending future meetings to 
support the CSC, your child and 
Westerly Creek. If you have 
topics you want added to the 
agenda, then please contact 
Chet Seward, chet-
seward@comcast.net.   

Currently the CSC is looking for 

a community member (outside 

of the WCE community). If you 

are interested or know some-

Share your thoughts, ideas and 
dreams for the school as we 
work over the next few months 
to finalize our UIP and keep 
WCE on the right track.  The 
committee meets the first 
Tuesday of each month during 
the school year at 6:30pm in 
the library. Meetings are open 
to the public. Check out the 
CSC information and the meet-
ing note archive at http://
westerlycreek.dpsk12.org/CSC 
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CSC Update cont.  

PTA Update cont.  

 
òPTA has already raised 

$50,000 towards our 

2010 -11 goal of 

$150,000. ò 
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have in our keyboard lab. 

 And the Third Graders had the 

first show!  Movinô in the Right 

Direction had a Character Educa-

tion theme with songs about mak-

ing the right choices, trying new 

things, letting our goodness shine 

and daring to be leaders.  What a 

outstanding way to launch our 

new year as an expanded school! 

My name is Meghan 

Bluemel and I am the new 

Library Technician at West-

erly Creek. I am a graduate 

of Metropolitan State Col-

lege at Denver, and I re-

ceived a degree in Behav-

ioral Science with a Teach-

ing License specializing in 

Early Childhood Education. 

I worked as a Student 

Teacher in a Kindergarten 

classroom last fall at West-

erly Creek, but I am so ex-

cited to be working here as 

a teacher this year.  

 I am so impressed with 

the level of excitement the 

students bring to the library. It 

is often difficult to keep books 

on the shelves because stu-

dents are so eager to check out 

new books. Recently I have 

placed a large order of books to 

continue development of the 

library collection. It will be an 

exciting couple of months as 

the new books start coming in.  

 Students come to the 

library twice a week for 30 

minutes each. Their first trip is 

focused on checking out books. 

The students have an opportu-

nity to browse the books, and 

they are encouraged to find 

books that are òjust rightó for 

their reading and interest 

level. Students are then able to 

take their books home for a 

week to enjoy, with book re-

turn on Monday mornings. Stu-

dents may also choose to keep 

their book for a second week 

before it is overdue.  

When the students 

come for computers, Grades 1-

4 have been working on typing.  

They have been introduced to a 

website called Dance Mat Typ-

ing (http://www.bbc.co.uk/

schools/typing/ ).  The website 

has 12 stages, beginning with 

stage one that teaches students 

their home row keys.   As each 

level progresses, they add more 

letters for students to use.   

Kindergarten has been working 

on a website called Starfall 

(http://www.starfall.com/ ). 

This is a great website that in-

corporates literacy into fun and 

interactive games.  

With the help from 

some wonderful parents, we 

have recently launched a pro-

gram called Westerly Creek 

Recommends!   Students can 

recommend any book theyõve 

read from the library; simply by 

writing a short review of the 

book, and explaining why they 

like the book.  When theyõre 

done, the forms not only help 

decorate our hallways (the in-

formation gets displayed on the 

bulletin board), they also help 

other kids to find books that 

theyõd like to read. 

Reminders:  Keep your 

library book in a safe place and 

take good care of it until 

youõre ready to return it.  

Please return books to your 

classroom on Monday mornings.   

Weõve gotten some par-

ents volunteering their time, 

helping with shelving.  Students 

can help, too.  If youõre in 

fourth grade and would like to 

help with re -shelving books in 

the library, please contact 

Meghan Bluemel at 

meghan_bluemel@dpsk12.org 

or 720-424-3193. 

First Graders discovered that 

Beat and No Beat patterns are in 

our daily world as well as in Music 

Class.  Second Graders have had 

super fun learning to snap their 

wrists with Hand Bells.  The 

Fourth Graders started exploring 

the black keys on the 16 piano 

keyboards that we are pleased to 

Weôve started out the year with 

lots of RHYTHM!  All the students 

from Kindergarten through the 

Fourth grade have begun with a 

beat! Once again the Music Room 

is in a new space, under the stairs 

between the two wings of our big 

building, so the halls all around 

are resounding with Lummi 

Sticks, Tambourines, Maracas, 

and Clackers.  
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Library News  

Music Notes  

òI am so impressed with the 

level of excitement... ò 

By Meghan Bluemel, School Librarian 

By Judy Hill, School Music Teacher 
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Kindergarden News  

course counting the days of the 

school year. 

The kindergartners had a blast 

on their first field trip to 

Anderson Farms.  They look 

forward to many more through-

out the school year.  They 

canõt wait for the Halloween 

Party and Parade. 

  

Kindergarten has had a great 

start to the year!  The students 

are so enthusiastic about be-

coming better readers.   

Small group reading instruction 

is well underway.  In Writerõs 

Workshop theyõve been study-

ing Denise Fleming and using 

her as a guide for their own 

stories.  They loved making 

their own paper just like Denise 

Fleming.  In handwriting, the 

kindergartners are learning how 

to correctly form their letters 

and numbers. In math, theyõve 

been identifying shapes, mak-

ing all sorts of patterns, recog-

nizing òtricky teens,ó and of 

By Rebecca Jackson, Kindergarden Teacher 

 
Congratulations to Patton  

Hickman for having his poem pub-
lished in the DPS Poetry  

Anthology!   

More Classroom News by our 4th grade reporters  

Bonjour my name is Avery Williams.  Let me tell 

you a little about Westerly Creeks 4th graders.  

Our 4th grade teachers are Mrs. Grant and Mr. 

Rabinowitz.  In Mrs. Grantõs class room we do 

math, cience, and social studies.  We have been 

playing a math game called crystal clear how 

you play is the teaecher passes the ball to 

someone in the circle and they pass it to an-

other person but when you pass it you count by 

a number for 

example we 

always work 

on threes our 

teacher says 

count them 

and say it in a 

jingle bell way 

it is awesome!  

We have been 

learning sci-

ence and eco-

systems.  In 

science we 

have been 

studying our class room fishes and our other pets 

snowball an snow bella.  We have 25 students in 

our class room.  Now for Mr. Rabinowitz class 

room.  In his class room we do writing, reading, 

poetry and book buddies.  In writing we just had 

our celebration it was really spectacular we had 

food and all of our class shared their writing.  In 

reading we get to bring a book, pick a book or get 

one at the school library.  We have a seat chart if 

you are chair you donõt have to but you can sit in 

a cozy chair and if you are couch you can sit on 

the couch or if you are pillow or blanket you can 

get one.  Now for poetry we only do that on Fri-

day.  We always have book buddies on Friday to 

we either go to them or they come to us.  So I 

guess thatõs it there will be more to come next 

year so see you again! 
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Entertainment Books for Sale  

 

 

It couldn't be easier to SAVE MONEY while sup-

porting Westerly Creek! Drop your $30 check 

payable to WCE PTA into the black PTA mailbox 

by the front office. Write "E -book" in the memo 

and include your child's name and teacher's 

name. An Entertainment Book will be sent home 

in your child's backpack.  

Coupons are good through November 2011 and 

include four $5 Kings Soopers coupons, great 

savings around town on dining, retail and enter-

tainment plus serious ski season discounts. Pro-

ceeds from this fundraiser help the PTA reach 

its fundraising goal.    Contact jen-

seward@comcast.net with questions or for more 

information.   
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